When the recent legislature of California passed a law1 establishing Health and Development Supervision in the public schools of the state, the term "Health and Development Supervision" was chosen instead of "Medical Supervision/' or "School Hygiene," because that term expressed most clearly the purpose of the work in the schools.
The California law authorizes boards of education or boards of school trustees:
(1) To establish annual physical examinations of school pupils, with a follow-up service to secure the correction of defective development, thus maintaining continuous supervision of the health and growth of children and youths.
(2) To require physical examination of all candidates for teachers' positions in the public schools, to determine their vitality and efficiency; to make such further examination of teachers as may be advisable to determine their continued fitness for work;
and to determine what amount of work shall be required of the teaching force of the schools, consistent with efficiency and continued service.
(3) To adjust school activities to health and growth needs and development processes of pupils.
(4) To study mental retardation and deviation of pupils in the schools.
(5) To exercise expert sanitary supervision. 
